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Built for a One-Way Trip
Jump Planes Through the Years

The airplane was invented only eight years 
before someone � rst used it for parachuting 
in 1911. (The � rst balloon jump had been 
made in 1797.) Over the past century, 
hundreds of airplane types have been put 
to use for altitude. While some of those 
airplanes seemed tailor-made for skydiving, 
they weren�t; they were all built for other 
purposes, such as pleasure-� ying, cargo-
hauling or as commercial passenger planes, 
and had been appropriated and modi� ed 
for jumping. It wasn�t until Paci� c Aerospace 
Corporation unveiled the PAC 750XL in 
2004 that an airplane was purpose-built 
just for skydiving.

by Ed Scott

T
he idea for the PAC 750XL, the � rst airplane custom designed 
and built speci� cally for jump operations, began in early 
1999. But long before this could happen, two men had to 
meet, share knowledge and take each other�s measure in 

1987. Ray Ferrell had been a skydiver since 1976 and a jump pilot, 
aircraft owner and DZO since almost as early. He and a partner 
opened SkyDance SkyDiving in 1987 near Davis, California. Phil 
Esdaile, a Kiwi from New Zealand, had been the owner of Davis Air 
Repair, a nearby maintenance shop for aircraft large and small. In 
due course, Davis Air Repair began servicing Ferrell�s jump planes, 
and over the years, Esdaile became intimately familiar with all the 
common jump ships�Caravans, King Airs, Twin Otters, etc.�each 
with their own drawbacks when it came to skydiving operations.

Getting
Up There
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